HOUSING
The kitchen of about 20 square metres was shared by
eight families. Each family has an unventilated cupboard*,
the only place for the storage of food. The top of the cup-
board is used as a table, and there are two gas cookers with
eight rings, one for each family.1
There is one bathroom and one lavatory which have to be
shared by all the occupants of the flat, in this house generally
from twenty to twenty-five persons.
The way in which these people managed to live a clean
and self-respecting life, under what would appear to us quite
impossible conditions of overcrowding, was most impressive.
We have, unfortunately, in Manchester even to-day some
old middle-class houses containing eight rooms, occupied by
eight families. These are the worst slums in Manchester,
and one quite understands the failure of the women to keep
the house clean, or to bring up children under decent con-
ditions. It must be borne in mind that these houses in
England are only occupied by the very poor, generally with
a considerable number of children. The house I am de-
scribing in Moscow was occupied by what we should call
middle-class people; their success in living self-respecting
lives under such conditions was astonishing.
I saw another pre-war house which had been converted
in the same way, and had also had two new stories built
on the top; in this case owned by a factory, which was using
the house for some of its leading workers. This housing unit
was not co-operatively managed; it was directly managed
by a man appointed by the factory. Conditions were
slightly better than in the house previously described; along
each corridor are twelve flats with two bathrooms and six
lavatories. But the overcrowding was about the same; each
room was occupied by a single family.
In one long, narrow room we found the parents and two
schoolchildren. In order to give the children a chance of
doing some quiet work, the first six feet of the room from the
corridor had been boarded off, and the two children were
working there at a small desk, with an electric lamp. The
room so provided for the children was unventilated and
pitch dark, but it gave them an opportunity of being alone;
the main room left for the parents and for the general family
1 Gas is laid on in comparatively few houses. Normally all cooking is done
on primus stoves.
145